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YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS 


In  July  of  1996,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  enacted  a  juvenile  justice  reform 
bill  (Chapter  200  of  the  Acts  of  1996)  which  became  effective  in  October  of  1996.  Prior  to  this 
legislation,  juveniles  could  be  tried  and  sentenced  as  adults  for  certain  offenses,  if  after  a  two- 
part  transfer  hearing  the  court  found  that  the  juvenile  was  dangerous  and  not  amenable  to 
rehabilitation  in  the  juvenile  system.  One  of  the  provisions  of  the  new  legislation  eliminated  the 
two-part  transfer  hearing  and  expanded  the  authority  of  juvenile  court  judges  to  include  adult 
sentences  "provided  by  law"  for  juveniles  adjudicated  as  youthful  offenders.  All  juveniles 
between  1 4  and  1 7  years  of  age  who  are  charged  with  Murder  in  the  first  or  second  degree  are 
tried  in  Superior  Court. 

The  commonwealth  may  seek  an  indictment  of  a  juvenile  as  a  youthful  offender  if  the 
juvenile  is  between  14  and  17  years  of  age  when  the  offense  is  committed;  the  offense  is 
punishable  by  a  state  prison  sentence  (felony);  and 

a)  ,  the  offender  has  a  prior  commitment  to  the  Department  of  Youth  Services,  or 

b)  .  the  offense  involves  the  infliction  of  serious  bodily  harm,  or 

c)  .  The  offense  is  one  of  several  specified  firearm  offenses. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  report  based  on  all  juveniles  who  were  arraigned  in  1997 
and  who  have  a  youthful  offender  (YO)  docket  number.  This  equates  to  a  total  of  338  youthful 
offenders  charged  with  1,217  offenses. 


Youthful  Offenders  by  Gender 
1997 

Gender 

Number 

Percent 

Male 

328 

97% 

Female 

10 

3  % 

Youthful  Offenders  by  Age 
1997 

Age 

Number 

Percent 

14 

48 

14% 

15 

91 

27% 

16 

152 

45% 

17 

47 

14% 
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Youthful  Offenders  by  Court  -  1997 


Court 

fvliimr»#>r  r\r 
IN  UII  lUCl  Ul 

YOs 

Attleboro 

1 

Ayer 

1 

Barnstable 

1 

Boston 

17 

Brighton 

9 

Brockton 

28 

Brook  line 

0 

Cambridge 

3 

Charlestown 

0 

Chelsea 

2 

Chicopee 

2 

Clinton 

0 

Concord 

2 

Dedham 

0 

Dorchester 

28 

Dudley 

0 

East  Boston 

4 

East  Brookfield 

0 

Edgartown 

0 

Fall  River 

3 

Falmouth 

0 

Fitchburg 

2 

Framingham 

7 

Gardner 

0 

Gloucester 

1 

Greenfield 

0 

Haverhill 

1 

Hingham 

4 

Holyoke 

0 

Ipswich 

1 

Lawrence 

13 

Leominster 

3 

Lowell 

29 

Lynn 

22 

Maiden 

4 

Court 
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Marlborough 

2 

Milford 

0 

Nantucket 

0 

Natick 

0 

New  Bedford 

5 

Newbury  port 

2 

Newton 

0 

Northampton 

1 
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2 

Orange 

0 

Orleans 

0 
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0 
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0 
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8 
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10 

Quincy 

6 
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19 

Salem 

4 

Somerville 

4 

South  Boston 

2 
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0 
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35 

Stoughton 

1 
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0 
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0 

Waltham 

8 
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0 
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3 

West  Roxbury 

14 

Westborough 

0 

Westfield 

2 

Winchendon 

0 

Woburn 

2 

Worcester 

17 

Wrentham 

3 

Frequencies 

-  Statistics 

Arraignment  Court 


N  Valid 

241 

Missing 

0 

\k 


Arraignment  Court 


Frequency 

Percent 

vaiia 
Percent 

v^UlTIUldU  vc 

Percent 

Valid     Koxdury  Juvenile 

15 

6.2 

5.2 

6.2 

West  Roxbury  Juvenile 

9 

3.7 

3.7 

10.0 

Dorchester  Juvenile 

11 

4.6 

4.6 

14.5 

Brookline  Juvenile 

1 

.4 

.4 

14.9 

Somerville  Juvenile 

4 

1.7 

1.7 

16.6 

Lowell  Juvenile 

14 

5.8 

5.8 

22.4 

Lynn  Juvenile 

13 

5.4 

5.4 

27.8 

Brockton  Juvenile 

33 

13.7 

13.7 

41.5 

Holyoke  Juvenile 

3 

1.2 

1.2 

42.7 

Lawrence  Juvenile 

9 

3.7 

3.7 

46.5 

Marlboro  Juvenile 

1 

.4 

.4 

46.9 

Newburyport  Juvenile 

2 

.8 

.8 

47.7 

Springfield  Juvenile 

14 

5.8 

5.8 

53.5 

Pittsfieid  Juvenile 

4 

1.7 

1.7 

55.2 

Gt  Barrington  Juvenile 

1 

.4 

.4 

55.6 

Taunton  Juvenile 

1 

.4 

.4 

56.0 

Fall  River  Juvenile 

4 

1.7 

1.7 

57.7 

New  Bedford  Juvenile 

2 

.8 

.8 

58.5 

Salem  Juvenile 

4 

1.7 

1.7 

60.2 

Greenfield  Juvenile 

1 

.4 

.4 

60.6 

Concord  Juvenile 

2 

.8 

.8 

61.4 

Ayer  Juvenile 

3 

1.2 

1.2 

62.7 

Framingham  Juvenile 

2 

.8 

.8 

63.5 

Maiden  Juvenile 

1 

.4 

.4 

63.9 

Waltham  Juvenile 

1 

.4 

.4 

64.3 

Cambridge  Juvenile 

3 

1.2 

1.2 

65.6 

Dedham  Juvenile 

1 

.4 

.4 

66.0 

Stoughton  Juvenile 

1 

.4 

.4 

66.4 

Quincy  Juvenile 

7 

2.9 

2.9 

69.3 

Wrentham  Juvenile 

1 

.4 

.4 

69.7 

Hingham  Juvenile 

7 

2.9 

2.9 

72.6 

Plymouth  Juvenile 

16 

6.6 

6.6 

79.3 

Wareham  Juvenile 

2 

.8 

.8 

80.1 

Worcester  Juvenile 

19 

7.9 

7.9 

88.0 

Milford  Juvenile 

2 

.8 

.8 

88.8 

Boston  Juvenile 

24 

10.0 

10.0 

98.8 

Falmouth  Juvenile 

3 

1.2 

1.2 

100.0 

Total 

241 

100.0 

100.0 

-Number  of  Youthful  Offenders  Arraigned  Per  Court  in  1999 
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Number  of  Youthful  Offenders  Arraigned  Per  Court  in  1998 
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